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Spring 2006                               “Dedicated to Courtesy and Safety”                                 Newsletter
NHPDA would like to welcome you all to a new and busy year for our organization. We have had some changes in the past few months. Neil Nogues has stepped down as Treasurer, thank you Neil for a job well done. Welcome newly elected Treasurer Paul Robichaud. Our membership officer and newsletter editor, Wayne Peasley has stepped down, thank you Wayne for accepting so much responsibility and doing a fantastic job with both. Robin and Chris LeMauk will take over as membership officers once again. Robin LeMauk has taken over our website and is doing an outstanding job. Linda Rafeal has assumed the newsletter for now until we can find someone willing to take that over in the future. Any one interested in doing so please contact us. 
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As you all know we regretfully cancelled our 2005 Trucker’s Drive for Kids due to many reasons. First of all we did not get anyone willing to take over as Chair for the event, we did not have enough help to provide the professional atmosphere that we pride ourselves on. We did not have enough help to put on an organized professional event, we needed people to acquire the locations, contact vendors, head up the bike competition, driving competition, parking, trash cleanup, raffles, awards, entertainment, police assistance, etc.. Adding to our decision were the high fuel prices, we did not want to burden trucking companies with sending their trucks at such a high cost, knowing that many companies would for go this event. Hurricane Katrina had just happened and so many people were donating to that situation that we did not want to add to the donation burden. So with those factors in place, we as an organization decided to forego our event for one year. But WE”RE BACK! So get ready for the 2006 Trucker’s Drive for Kids on October 22, 2006. NHIS will be our location. Donations will go to the Salvation Army, NH Food Bank and CASA. Other details will be finalized soon. So please visit our website at www.nhpda.com to get updated information or call Mickey at 603-435-6366. 
BUT WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP so give us a shout and let us know if you can help. Please. (Make phone calls, collect raffle items, pass out flyers, help with parking, bike competition (we need bikes and helmets), finding food vendors, entertainment, kids activities, set up course for driving competition, count toys, man the sales and raffle tables, take photos or video for us, help with registration, help with coffee & donut table, sell 50/50 and raffle tickets. 
2006 New England Events
*April 20, 21, 22: Boston Truck Show 
*May 20: Wal*Mart in house TDC, Raymond NH 
*May 19, 20, 21: NH Tow Rodeo, Milford NH

  May 20: Maine State TDC, Dysarts, Bangor ME  grayc@mmta.org
*June 10; NH State TDC, CCX, Manchester NH  vera@nhnta.org 
  June 10: CT State TDC, Somers CT 
*June 25: MA State TDC, Chicapee MA  www.mass-trucking.org
  August 15-19: ATA National Truck Driving Championship  www.truckline.com
*September 10: Northeast Charity Challenge, Devens MA

*September 17: Connecticut Wishes on Wheels Keithherzig@sbcglobal.net 
  September 23: Mid Atlantic Prof Truck Drivers Assoc. Charity FunDrive, Lexington VA info@maptda.org
  October 1: ME Trucking for Kids Convoy, Scarborough Downs,  Trucking4kids@aol.com 
*October 22: Trucker’s Drive for Kids, Concord NH   www.nhpda.com
Pending, *Tru Serve, *PS Marston and *Granite Group in house, no dates set as of this printing.
*NHPDA members participate (set up course, judge, sale table, raffle table, etc) 
If you have any events to add to this list, please email to LndaRfl@aol.com
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           Notice to all NHPDA members:

The next NHPDA meeting will be held on Sunday March 19th at the Red Apple Buffet, Loudon Road, Concord NH at 6:30 PM. All members are welcome to attend.
The all you can eat buffet is $10.99 per person plus tax and gratuity

(There will not be a meeting on March 18th at Hoods)
To get updated information on all events and contacts please visit our website.
www.nhpda.com
If you have any information to be included please email to Robin LeMauk at robbill3@metrocast.net
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The NHPDA Banquet was held on Saturday, February 4th at the Cat’n Fiddle Restaurant in Concord. Each guest received NHPDA notebook and a bag of goodies. Guests enjoyed Prime Rib, Haddock or Stuffed Chicken Breast as the main course with sorbet, salad and apple crisp for dessert. 
The evening was highlighted by a slide presentation by Paul Robichaud throughout the evening. The awards were presented by Chairman Mickey Rafeal and Vice Chairman Chris LeMauk. 
Dennis Soucy of HP Hoods was presented with the Driver of The Year award. Mr. Soucy has been driving for 37 years without a preventable accident. He and his wife, Carol help out at many of the events and are great supporters of NHPDA. 
Ernie Bullock of CCX was presented with the Special Appreciation award for all of his help and support to NHPDA and the trucking industry. Neil Nogues also presented Ernie with a special gift of appreciation from NHPDA of a 2005 National’s ATA model truck and pins from several of the trucking companies which attended the 2005 National Truck Driving Championships in Tampa.  

Robin LeMauk was presented the Good Sportsmanship Award for her outstanding contributions to NHPDA without asking for thanks or recognition. She is doing an outstanding job with our website.
Also she and Chris volunteered to take over as membership officers.

Appreciation Awards were also presented to Wal*Mart, Tru Serv, Neil Nogues, Linda Rafeal, Wayne Peasley.
Claire and Marty Nogues were celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary, Congratulations, thank you for joining us on your special day.

Everyone was able to take home one of the great door prizes at the end of the evening which included a NHPDA Afghan, NHPDA sweatshirts and tee shirts, camping chairs, remote control truck, model trucks, ceramic bunnies, bear figurines, football beanie bears, tote-bags, and a toolset. Thank you to all of those who donated items. Thank you for everyone who joined us, we hope to see you again next year.
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 How many of you out there have dreamed of becoming a truck driver since you were a little boy or girl? Finally, to become one of those white knights of the road. I can remember when I was small, (I mean younger) and I always remember the trucks traveling down busy route 4, hauling anything your imagination could think up. Mom, my brothers and I would travel from NH to Mass every week to visit relatives. Back then money was tight and cars were hard to keep up with. And the weather then seemed to have a lot more snow and ice. I can remember many times getting stuck in the snow banks and one of those white knights would come along and help us out. Those were the days. 
 Today is so different, new rules, regulations. Bigger, faster trucks, too much inattention out there.  
We as professional drivers need to make up for their inattention, look out into our future and be safe on our highways. Make up the difference as, we are the professionals. 

 As stated earlier in the newsletter we can use everyone’s help this year. So even if you can not make the meetings, or all of our events, keep checking our website and let us know which one or two you can be at. Get home Safe! 
  [image: image8.wmf]          “Thank You” to our Corporate Sponsors:
Wal*Mart  -  Yellow Transportation  -  Roadway Express  
M & S Trailers, Inc. - Abenaqui Carriers/PS Marston - CCX
NH Towing Association  -  RSD Transportation -  Tru Serve

Page Street Storage  -  AG of New England  -  NHMTA

Stones Auto Body & Recovery  - RS Audley Inc. -  H P Hood  
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